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• Name:  Joel D. Miller

• Age:  60

• Job/occupation (feel free to include past positions, too):  

Linn County Auditor - 9 years 3 months

• Years in Linn County: 29+

• Education and/or military service (please include degrees, institutions 
and years):

1975 - AAS - Police Science - Hawkeye Institute of Technology;

1983 - AAS - Electronics Engineering Technology - Hawkeye 
Institute of Technology;

1994 - BS - Liberal Studies - University of the State of New York.

US Army - 3 years - Military Policeman;

Air National Guards of Iowa and Oklahoma - 5 years active 
reserves - Ground radio repairman;

State of Iowa certified election administrator;

Certified Elections Registration Administrator by The Election 
Center.

• Community involvement/volunteerism (please be specific and include 
names of organizations, years of service and any leadership roles):  

Eastern Iowa SCORE - 2010 to 2015; 

American Legion Post 298 in Marion - current member 20+ 
years; 

Metro North Rotary - current member 9+ years;



       Saint Joseph Catholic Church - current member 29+ years - past 
Chair of Finance Committee and past chair of Parish Council;

Linn County Democratic Central Committee - past chair 2/2001 - 
11/2004; 

CR Metro Optimist Club (founded 2015) - founding member and 
current associate member.

• Have you held or sought an elected position before (please be specific,
including the govt. body and years)?  

Robins City Councilor - 2002-2004 (4years); 

Mayor of Robins - 2006-2007 (2years).

• Why are you running for office:  

On a weekly basis, numerous residents of Linn County tell me to 
keep doing what I am doing in the Auditor's Office.  Specifically, 
they tell me to keep asking questions and challenging the status
quo.  That kind of feedback motivates me to keep doing what I 
am doing. 

In addition, I have a team of employees who are committed to 
providing excellent customer service to the public.  And I see 
them providing it on a daily basis.  Nothing pleases me more 
than watching this team in action.  

And finally, while I have started training personnel to succeed 
me, I need the additional time another term would provide to 
ensure that when I depart, I am leaving the team in capable 
hands.

• Describe the role of the auditor as you see it:  

The statutory duties of county auditors are well defined in the 
Code of Iowa.   Auditors' Offices are the de facto hubs of county 
government.  

My personal mission is to be an advocate for the taxpayers.  I 
was a taxpayer before I was elected to office and I will be a 
taxpayer when I leave office.  So I try to look at everything 
through the eyes of the taxpayers.  Sometimes I am a watchdog,
sometimes a transparency advocate,  sometimes an educator, 
and sometimes all three-in-one, but I have never forgotten that I
report to the public – not to the Board of Supervisors nor any 



other elected or appointed official.

• What qualities do you have to fill that role:  

Two of my qualities are:  If it's not right, do not do it; and, if it's 
not true, do not say it.  Those are simple statements, but I have 
witnessed decision makers not doing what is right for the public;
and I have seen the truth misrepresented on many occasions.  
When I know the difference, I say or do something – even when 
doing something is inconvenient.  

• Why should people vote for you:

Being an elected official is not a job or a career.  It is a position 
of honor.  It is a place to practice servant leadership.  I am your 
Auditor and I am here to serve the public.

I believe the Office of Linn County Auditor is a much better 
provider of services to the public now than when I became 
Auditor in 2007.  Overall, I believe my presence at the County 
has greatly improved transparency and accountability – all for 
the benefit of the public.

I have expended a great deal of time and effort to educate the 
public on the roles of the Auditor and the Board and other 
electeds.  And those efforts are focused on fulfilling my vision 
for your Auditor's Office, which is:  Every person engaged in 
local government.

I believe that I am the most qualified candidate on the June 7th 
Democratic Primary ballot.  I urge you to vote Joel D. Miller for 
Linn County Auditor.  ###
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